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SYNOPSIS
BOOKS AND READERS, 1584

The purpose of this thesis is to examine the extant
books printed in England and in English abroad to discover
their purpose, scope, limitations and range of interests
and subject matter. As well, the purpose is to ascertain
why and how they were written and published and to see if
any pattern existed in the publications and writing of
1584, in particular, and in the sixteenth century, in
general., Therefore, the books are discussed in terms of
what they themselves say as individual works and as comments
on the cultural environment in which they were written.

Two themes characterize the publications as they
appear to have dominated the cultural scene of the latter
half of the sixteenth century. Religion and education
greatly influenced the moral and intellectual fibre of the
age., The Protestant Reformation initiated by King Henry
VIII was reinforced by his daughter Queen Elizabeth I through
her Act of Supremacy and Act of Uniformity of 1559, Anglican
ministers and authors constantly preached with one breath
about faith, love and fear of God, and salvation, and they

vi
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lambasted Roman Catholics and Puritans with another.
Controversial issues account for a good percentage of the
subject matter considered,

The humanistic movement, commercial development,
nationalism, foreign expansion and simple intellectual
starvation triggered the tremendous demand for publications
of learning. Areas of interest include philosophy, history,
geography, medicine, mathematics, navigation, politics and
the social graces. The Elizabethan wanted to learn about
himself, and the world and about his place in the vertical
order of the Great Chain of Being, Philosophy, religion
and intellectual stimulation were all important to the
inquisitive minds of the citizenry.

Controversial issues and dissension raged between
the Ramists and the Aristotelians, between the Roman Catholics
and the Protestants and the Protestant spin-off groups and
between the different political factions that existed.
Marian exiles and Anglican clergymen were constantly at each
other trying to smother each other's views and concepts.

However, solidarity did exist. Tremendous develop-
ments in government and law, medicine, geography, literature
and all branches of science indicate that the strengths of
the nation greatly overshadowed the weaknesses.

The publishers, printers and booksellers were also
considered, Of particular concern was the makeup of the

Elizabethan books and the complexities of the production and
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marketing of these works. Also, the cooperation that
existed among the three groups was examined to see how
they worked together to produce and market the tremendous
volume of writings.

In effect, the thesis tries to envisage what the
major topics of discussion were; why they were major, and
how the Elizabethan loocked upon these issues in terms of
their importance to him and their impact on the country and

society as a whole,



BOOKS AND READERS, 1584
INTRODUCTION
The title and basic format of this thesis are
modelled upon a doctoral dissertation entitled Books and

Readers, 1586 and 1587 prepared by Dr. George J, Merrill

for the University of Birmingham, 1963 andg upon a Master

of Arts thesis entitled Books and Readers, 1594 written by

Serafina Penny Petrone for Lakehead University, 1970.
The major source for determining the books published

in 1584 was the Short-Title Catalogue of Books Printed in

England, Scotland and Ireland, and of English Books Abroad,

1475-16402 and a chronological catalogue of STC entries of
books published between January 1, 1584 and December 31,
1584 located at Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

A total of 236 entries were considered to be extant.

lThe doctoral dissertation of Dr. George J, Merrill
was modelled upon a doctoral dissertation prepared by Dr.
Corinne Holt Rickert for the University of Birmingham in 1954
entitled Books and Readers, 1598-1600, and on a text by H. S,
Bennett entitled Englisﬁ Books and Readers 1558 to 1603 which
was published at Cambridge by the University Press in 1965,

2This title is abbreviated to STC throughout the
thesis, :

1



Of this total, 202 texts were available for this study, 29
were not available, 4 were labelled ghosts and one was

redatedel

Of the 29 publications which were not available
for examination, four are considered miscellaneous as the
precise nature of the books could not be determined.

The 202 extant books examined have been analyzed
and organized into major categories according to their
content. Each major category was further divided into sub-
categories according to the specific subject matter of the
books. Appropriate informative headings were assigned each
major and minor category. The books were digcussed accord-
ing to each specific theme presented and to the general
themes which seemed to predominate.

Although five major categories are presented, two
themes were found to dominate each category. Religious and
educational views and concepts appeared to some degree in.
almost every book examined. Books specifically on religion
account for 47.2% of the total while those on education and
learning represent 22,1%., Over two-thirds of the books |
deal exclusively with these two themes.

The large religious section includes every book that
offers religious advice, sentiment and instruction. Sermons,

treatises, Bibles, catechisms, instructions, church regula-

lFull information on removed and redated entries is
located in Appendix D,



tions and controversial texts all reflect the same basic
desire~~-the need for good moral living and the eventual

attainment of salvation., The function of all religious

texts was to inform and instruct the reader and to lead

him to his ultimate reward.

Education and learning concepts cover many diversi-
fied disciplines from philosophy to medicine to navigation.
The Elizabethan wanted to learn how to cook, make friends,
ride horses, build houses, understand history and politics
and navigate the open sea. Every book in this category
teaches something of the cultural environment that existed
in England at that time.

The works of literature--the prose fiction, the .
drama, the poetry and songs--account for 12.1% of the total
and expresses the Christian and patriotic essence of the
English populace. Translations of foreign works into the
vernacular and the rapid increase in books printed in English
indicates the acceptance of the English language as a viable
and satisfactory medium of expression. The literature
speaks out for chastity, modesty, love and moral goodness,
and pride in Queen and country in particular, and discredits
vice, usury and sin in general.

Books on government and law which account for 11,.2%
reflect two essential ingredients of a strong society--
organization and unity. Legal officers were informed of

their duties and responsibilities, government positions were



explained, federal and municipal administrations were well-
defined, proclamations were issued, and law books of every
description were prepared for the legal minds. Legal
officers were constantly reminded of their duties to God,
man and State and ocaths of office were considered sacro-
sanct.

Topical publications account for 5.6% of the total
and relate special events and news items of current interest.
Military excursions, executions for treason and murder,
criminal trials and the occult were some of the current

events that gained the attention of the readers.

TABLE 1

PROPORTION OF BOOKS BY SUBJECT MATTER

Content of Book Number of Items Percentage
Religion 109* (107 + 2) 47,2
Treatises
Homiletic 18
Doctrinal 6
Biblical 6
Sermons 26% (25 + 1)
Theological
Controversy 24% (23 + 1)
Devotional
Literature

Prayers and
Liturgies 9
Bibles and
Psalms 8
Church Regulations
and Visita-
tions 7
Catechisms and
Religious
Instruction 5



Content of Book Number of Items Percentage
Education and Learning 51% (50 + 1) 22,1

Philosophy 19% (18 + 1)
Medicine and ,

Health Care
Almanacks
Mathematics
Pseudo-Science
History
Lessons and

Instructions
Dictionaries

and Grammars
Travel and

Navigation 2
Political Theory

and Commentary

nm dEELAOMN

N

N

Arts 28 12,1

Collected Works
and Anthologies

Epics
Prose Fiction
Drama
Poetry
Songs

DO RN D

Government and Law 26 11.2

Topical 13 5.6
Treason
Crime and
Punishment
Political Issues
The Occult
Military Matters

WHHN O

Miscellaneous 4 1.7

Total 231 99.9

*Totals include entries which are the same as other entries,
The entries are only discussed once in each relevant section
and counted as one book.



CHAPTER I
RELIGION AND THEOLOGY

Books on religious themes account for almost half
of the books published in 1584, Of the 231 books still
extant, 109 or 47.2 percent are concerned with religious
issues. This high percentage is not unique to 1584 as books
on religion dominated the book trade in the latter part of
the sixteenth century. H. S. Bennett points out that:

In the first half of the sixteenth century

in England, the book trade depended to a great

extent on the sale of religious works of

various kinds for its prosperity. Something

like half the printers' output was of a

religious nature:...

During the reign of Elizabeth the demand

for books of a religious nature still remained

great and it was only as the reign wore on

that the claims of other kinds of literature

equalled those of religion.l

Regardless of position or occupation, the Protestant
Englishman was intensely interested in leading a good
Christian life and saving his immortal soul. The quest for

salvation was hampered somewhat by two strong but antithetical

1H. S. Bennett, English Books and Readers 1558-1603.
(London: Cambridge University Press, 1965), p. 112,
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philosophies which dominated religious thinking. The
medieval Christian ethic which stressed obedience and sub-
servience to God and demanded humility and “blind" faith
was opposed by Renaissance humanism which preached the
perfection of the individual and the superiority of the
intellect. Humanism, based on Greek precepts, instructed
the individual to strive for personal and spiritual achieve-
ments by exercising his own will and intellect. The
individual had the right to experience, expand, grow and
achieve through his own course of action and was not sub-
ordinated to the overpowering but unknown will of God., As
could be expected, Christian and pagan philosophies did not
mesh harmoniously but produced a rather confused state of
affairs to reformer and citizen alike,

In spite of their differences, proponents of both
views expounded upon the necessity of returning to original
sources., Christians looked to the 0ld and New Testaments as
primary sources for doctrinal evidence. Protestant reformers
utilized the Bible in their disputes with the Papists over
Papal authority and doctrinal differences.

The majority of the works are Protestant in origin
although several support the Catholic point of view., Bibles
and Psalters, private prayers and meditations for all
occasions, sermons, homilies, administrative regulations,

doctrinal explanations, catechisms and moral instructions



were made available to the reading public, Controversial
issues and debates found their way into print as well.
Internal strife involved quarrels over administrative duties
and responsibilities, proper apparel, doctrinal interpreta-
tion, Puritan and Anglican differences and liturgical
practices. External conflict pitted the Anglicans against
the Catholics, Anabaptists, Jews, Turks, and any other alien
religion. Yet in spite of the problems, pride in Queen and
country was a unanimous theme.

The books have been divided into nine categories that
represent the divisions of the material., The categories were
arbitrarily chosen because of the nature of the books
examined. Sermons were gathered together because they were
originally spoken., Treatises, which are really written
sermons, are grouped under homiletic, doctrinal and Biblical,
depending on the content. Bibles, psalters, catechisms, moral
instructions, devotional prayers and meditations and church
administration are self-explanatory. Theological controversy
has been placed in a separate category because of the nature

of the subject matter,




RELIGIOUS TREATISES

Three specific kinds of treatises were written--
homiletic, doctrinal, and Biblical. Homiletic treatises
speak out, urging the good, moral life; doctrinal treatises
deal specifically with religious tenets, creeds, or laws;
while Biblical treatises consider the meanings behind

Biblical passages, books, epistles, and gospels.

RELIGIOUS TREATISES: HOMILETIC

STC 978, Averell, William. A dyall for dainty darlings,

rockt in the cradle of securitie.

STC 1082, Babington, Gervase, Bp. A briefe conference

betwixt mans frailitie and faith.

STC 1340, Balnaves, Sir Henry. The confession of faith,

conteining how the troubled man should seeke refuge at his

God.

STC 1763. Becon, Thomas. The sicke mans salue.

STC 3602, Brentius, Joannes, A right godly and learned

discourse vpon the book of Ester.

STC 10541, Estella, Diego de. The contempte of the world.

STC 11503, G., R. A godlie exhortation to vertuous parents

and modest matrons.

STC 12435, Guevara, Antonio de, Bp. The familiar epistles

P
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of Sir Antony of Gueuara.

STC 15514+, L'Espine, Jean de, An excellent treatise of

Christian righteousnes,

STC 16643, Loarte, Gaspare., The exercise of a Christian

life.

STC 16952, Lupton, Thomas. Suiquila. Too good to be true:

Omen. Though so at a vewe. Herein is shewed by waye of

dialoge the wonderfull maners of the people of Maugsun, etc.

STC 19070. P., I or J. The Coat Armor of a Christian.*

STC 19354, Parsons, Robert. The first booke of the Christian

Exercise appertayning to resolution.

STC 19355, Parsons, Robert. The first book of the Christian

Exercise appertayning to resolution...Perused and now

accompanied with A Treatise tending to Pacification by

Edmund Bunny.

STC 19356, Parsons, Robert. The firste booke of Christian

Exercise appertayning to resolution... Perused and accompanied

now with A Treatise tending to Pacification by Edm. Bunny.

STC 19875, Phillips, John. A sommon to repentance.

STC 23975. Thomas a Kempis [Roger's translation]. Of the

imitation of Christ.
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STC 25624a. Wilcox, Thomas. A Profitable and comfortable

letter for afflicted consciences.

*Entry was not available for this study. This mark notes
all books in each section of the body of the thesis not

available for this study.

Eighteen homiletic treatises concern themselves with
giving good, moral advice. The word of God, judgment,
justification, damnation, duty, obligation, and salvation
are phrases and words common to most homiletic treatises,

The message was simple--lead a good life, fulfill your duties
and obligations, obey the word of God, and salvation will be
the just reward. |

Joannes Brentius comments in his argument in A right

godly and learned discourse vpon the booke of Esterl that

his book is profitable to teach faith and the fear of God.,
The good only need to pray while the wicked should observe
the punishments inflicted on others and immediately turn to
godliness.2 Speéific segments of society in general and
the family in particular are often singled out for special

instruction. A godlie exhortation to vertuous parents and

modest mat;ons3 by R, G, talks directly to parents and

lsmc 1602,

2Ibid., Sig., C4b - Cs.

3sTc 11503,
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children. He indicates that parents have obligations to
their children and vice versa. Parents are obliged to give
loving care and proper instruction while the children

<o ohere also must learne that it is one speciall
propertie of a liberal and ingenious nature to
be carefull so to liue, that in time they may
be a glorie to their fathers, and a ioye to
their mothers...l

William Averell's A dyall for dainty darlings, rockt in the
2

cradle of securitie™ acts as a glasse for all disobedient

sons to look into, a mirror for vertuous maids, and a guide
for wise and prudent voung men. In his Preface to the
Reader, Averell points out that

.+ .heere shalt thou learne in prosperitie,

to beware of pride, and to auoyde security:

if thou be a Father, how to bring vp thy
chyldren with discretion: if a Sonne how to
reuerence thy Father with wisdome: if thou
be single, how to choose thy wife, so that thy
lyfe may be happy, and thy tyme spent in
quietnesse: if married, howe to gouerne thy
selfe and thy mate in all seemelynes and vertue:
heere may wiues learne wisedome, and maydens
gather modesty....3

Another area of concentration is directly related to

salvation, Thomas Wilcox in a Profitable and Comfortable

letter for afflicted consciences4 tries to answer questions

l1bid., Ssig. Bg.

2smc 978,

31bid., Sig. a3P - A4

dsrc 25624a.
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asked of him on knowledge and comfort for an afflicted soul.

Thomas Becon's The sick man's saluel instructs the readerxr

how to be patient and thankful in times of illness, and how
to make provision for one's inevitable death by casting
aside all temporal possessions and living totally for
salvation and eternal life. The text is arranged as a
dialogue among Philemon, Eusebius, Theophilus, Christopher,
and Epaphroditus. The following conversation picks out the
gist of the discussion:

Phil. Of a good life commeth a good end,

Thus haue yee harde out of the holy scriptures

brother Epaphroditus, that Crosse, that is to

saye, corporall affliction, is not a token of

Gods anger, but of his fauour, and that he

layeth temporall punishment more customably

vpon his friendes then vpon his enemies: yea,

and that not to_destroye them, but to proue

and try then...2
The argument is based on the necessity to open one's heart
to the love of God, to accept pain and suffering as God's
will, and to gain strength and endurance from faith. Gervase

Babington's A briefe conference betwixt mans frailitie and

faith3 speaks about the strength and comfort that can be
drawn from the word of God. Babington's purpose is to

convince those individuals with closed hearts of the inherent

lopc 1763,

21pid., Sig. Cg.

3src 1082,
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sweetness to be found in God's word. It is essential for
those in pain, suffering persecution, despondency or despair
to open up their hearts to revive their faith in the inward
touch, power, and mercy of God's spirit. Diego de Estella's
The contempte of the gg;;g} and John Phillips' A sommon to
rep_gntance2 implore their readers to despise the pleasures
and wickedness running rampant throughout the world.
Phillips warns that

...the day of our visitation is at hand, and
except we repent, we shal perishe in our
wickedness, for Gods heauie indignation is
readie to enter into the gates of our Cities,
the vials of his wrath are ready in the
fulnesse of his displeasure, to hew vs downe
with the Axe of his vengeance for our
ingratitude, to blot our names out of his
booke of lyfe, for the contempt of his
commandements. . .3

Estella's primary argument is that the reader cannot love
God or serve His cause if he does not show contempt fér
worldiy and material ostentation.
The solution to the problem of worldly pleasures
and wickedness must come from within, If salvation is to
be achieved, a good Christian life must be lived. Consequently,
many writers concentraie their efforts by instructing the

reader on how to live a good Christian life, Thomas Lupton’s

-

lsrc 10541,

2smc 19875,

31bid., Sig. AsP - A4,
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Suiquila. Too good to be true: Omen. Though so at a

vewe., Herein is shewed by waye of dialogue the wonderfull

maners of the people of Maugsun, etc.l seeks to "content

the well-minded with things commendable, than to flatter
fooles with vnnecessary matter.“2 As such, Lupton writes
of

. «..the maruellous manners, the honest
behauiour, the faithful friendship, the
curteous conditions, the comméndable
customes, the plaine meaning and true
dealing, the Lordes liberalitie, the Ladies
great curtesie, the husbands fidelitie, the
wiues obedience, the maydens modestie, the
maisters sobrietie, the seruaunts diligence,
the Magistrates affabilitie, the Iudges
equitie, the common vnitie, the preferring
of publicke commoditie, the generale
Hospitalitie, the exceeding mercye, the
wonderfull Charitie, and the constant
Christianitie of that country...3

The resulting dialogue between Omen and Suiquila is oriented
towards the guiding of some and the directing of others into
the proper kind of life. Consequently, proper instruction
in what the proper kind of life is and how to lead it

become choice material for these treatises. In The confession

of faith, conteining how the troubled man should seeke refuge

is d 4 Sir Henry Balnaves instructs the troubled man

aommrsi &

& |
ia

lsrc 16952,

21pid., Sig. A,.

31bid.

4src 1340,
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to experience faith, trust in the mercy and goodness of
God, walk and live in the perfect and true Christian
religion according to his vocation, and do good and noble
deeds., He constantly reminds his readers of Judgement Day
when all actions must be justified before God.

Jean de L'Espine's An excellent treatise of

Christian righteousnessl was written to comfort afflicted

consciences and concentrates as well on the true Doctrine
of Justification. He quickly points out that righteousness
and justification are not mutually exclusive but rather

"that righteousnesse is no other thing but the mean whereby

we are iustified before the iudgement seat of God."2 An

interesting note concerns the different kinds of judgements
that do exist. The author notes

.+« there is the iudgement of God: the iudge-
nent of the law: the iudgement of men & of
our owne conscience: and we must know whether
our own righteousness be sufficiét to satisfie
& answere to euerie one of these iudgements,
and whether the same in any of these, can
stande vs in steede to obtaine an acquitement
and deliueraunce of the accusatios that are
propounded by our enemies there against vs.3

The secret of leading a good life is to perform only those

deeds which are pleasing both to God and man. These actions

lsre 15514+,

1pid., Sig. As.

31pid., Sig. AgP.
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and deeds are considered to be Christian exercises and
several authors felt it necessary to publish texts of such

exercises. Thomas a Kempis's Of the Imitation of christ,?!

translated by Thomas Rogers, relates how and why the
Saviour, Jesus Christ, should be imitated. For example,
the conclusion to the second book states, in part, that

.«o.nothing is either more acceptable in the
sight of God, or profitable for thy selfe in
this life, than willingly to suffer aduersitie
for the name of Christ, in so much that, if
choise were giuen, thou shouldest choose to
suffer for Christ rather than to be refreshed
with much consolation: for so shalt thou
become the more like to Christ, and al his
holie seruants....[As Christ said] "If anie
man wil folow me, let him forsake himselfe,
and take vp his crosse, and folow me."2

Gaspare Loarte's The exercise of a Christian life’

and Robert Parsons' The first booke of the Christian Exercise

appertayning to resolution® lay down the causes and reasons

why man should resolve himself to the service of God.

Loarte states that he has gathered together "the principle
exercises which euery Christian man is bound to vse:...to
spende and gouerne their temporal life, that they may after-

wards come to obteine euerlasting life.“5 Robert

lsrc 23975,

21bid., Sig. GgP - G.

3sTCc 16643,

4src 19354, 19355, 19356,

STC 16643, Sig. *3 - *3D,
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Parscns'l work caught the attention of Edmund Bunny who
proceeded to edit and alter Parsons' text by deleting all
Catholic references from it. Bunny's work, A Treatise

tending to Pacification supplements the latter two issues2

of Parsons' text and offers the same advice. Both treatises
persuade mankind to shun material pleasures, serve God,
meditate on His goodness and mercies and consider the rewards
of heaven and the punishments of hell as the only two options
open on Judgement Day.

The familiar epistles of Sir Antony of Guevara3 by

Antonio de Guevara is a collection of expositions, discourses,
doctrines, treatises, letters, declarations from ancient
stamps and writings upon stones, epitaphs on sepulchres,

laws and custons of the Gentiles, and examples and counsels
for princes, noblemen, lawyers, and churchmen. The general
function of the text is to provide guidance and instruction
on how to lead a good Christian life for a wide variety of
people holding important political, religious or social
positions. A sample of the material includes "A discourse
afore the Emperor Charles the fift, wherein is handled the

pardd that Christ demaunded of his father for his enemies,“4

1Parsons was a Catholic author and a propagandist.,

2src 19355, 19356,

3sTc 12435,

41pid., sig. C.
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"A discourse in the presence of a great assemblie of noble

Ladies, of the good and euil that the tong doth,"l "A

letter to a nobleman touching familiarly how inconueniant

it is for a man married to haue a woman friend beside his

2

wife,"” and "A treatise of the resurrection of Iesus Christ,

together with an exposition of the fift article of the
Creede...."3 Guevara, at one point, explains the purpose
or intention of the speeches of Jesus Christ:

The words of our Sauiour tended either to

the praise of hys father, as when he humbled

himselfe in this speache "Confiteor tibi

pater:" or to teach men what they ought to

doe when he sayde, "Beate mites:" or else to

reprehende wickednesse and sinne, when he

cried "Va vobis legis perites:" So that when

he was not occupied to giue praise and glorie

to hys father, nor to preach doctrine, nor to

rebuk vices, then he was settled in a deuoute

and holy silence.,.4
The imitation of Christ, quite naturally, was considered
to be the best method for leading a holy, Christian life.
The Christian individual needed only to love God, his
fellow-man and himself, eschew human pleasures and vanities,
perform his duties and obligations to God and man, obey the

word of God and truly repent all sins committed. Salvation

l1pia., sig. Gpb.
2 .

Ibid- » Slg. Llo
3., : b
Ibid., Sig. Lyo,

“Ipia., sig. cyb - cj.
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was important to each Christian, fear of God's wrath was
rrevalent and continuous Christian exercise for many was
their daily routine. Consequently, treatises instructing

on the good, moral life were much in demand.

RELIGIOUS TREATISES: DOCTRINAL

STC 1221, Baker, John, Lectures upon the xii articles of

our Christian faith. Also a briefe confession by J. Hlooperl.

STC 4094, Bunny, Edmund. The scepter of Judah.

STC 4428, Calvin, Jean. Institution of Christian Religion.

STC 11697, Gee, Alexander. The ground of christianitie.

STC 21354, Rouspeau, Yves, Two treatises of the lord his

holie supper.

STC 24528, Ursinius, Zacharius., A discourse concerning the
keeping of the sabbath.

Six doctrinal treatises deal with the chief
doctrines and tenets which form the foundations of the
Christian faith. The Ten Commandments, the Sacraments, and
the Creed are the favorite topics for discussion., Alexander

Gee's The ground of christianitie® relates the Ten Command-

ments and the Sacraments--the Holy Supper, in particular--

lsrc 11697,
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to salvation. In tabular form, Gee declares "how the holy
reall body of Christ our Sauiour, both in the Sacrement

and besides the Sacrement is present, eaten, and vnited to

wl For additional information Gee notes

Vs,
The body of Christ is spiritually present,
when either the body of Christ is present to
our spirit & fayth, or when the vertue of his
body is present, & redoundeth to our bodies
and spirits by grace, & this differeth from
the other real presence aboue in this that
the one hath respect to the body apprehended,
the other to the thing that doth apprehend.?

The second edition of Jean Calvin's Institution of

Christian Religion,3 a Latin version, was printed in this

year. The text is divided into four books comprising eighty
chapters dealing with Protestant theological principles with
the first book having eighteen chapters on God the Creator:
the second book, seventeen chapters on God the Redeemer:

the third, twenty-five chapters on the Grace of God; and the
fourth, twenty chapters on God's outward help to mankind.

Lectures upon the xii articles of our Christian

faith. Also a briefe confession by J. H[ooggr]4 written by

John Baker and John Hooper expound the merits and truths

l1pid., sig. F4P.

21pid.
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contained within the Creed., 1In the Preface, Baker explains
bis intent:

I haue for thy sake (gentle reader) set forth
vnto thee briefly the meaning of all the
twelue Articles of our Christian faith, which
are necessary to saluatid: to this end &
purpose, that as thou hast in English and
exposition vpon the ten commandements of
almightie God and the Lordes prayer, to knowe
the better what they meane:...

Hooper's confession of the Christian faith contains "an

hundreth articles, according to the order of the Creede of

2

the Apostles." The components of the Creed are analyzed

as follows:

The Creede following, being made by the
Reuerende Father Iohn Hooper, is deuided

into fiue principall partes. The first
whereof intreateth of God the Father: the
seconde of God the Sonne: the thirde of

God the holy Ghost: the fourth of the
Catholique Church: the fift and last part
entreateth of the benefites or fruites, which
wee receiue by the same fayth which he maketh
in number three: the first is the forgiuenesse
of sinnes: the second is the resurrection of
the flesh: the third & last fruit is life
euerlasting. Of these fiue partes, he hath
made an hundreth seuerall articles. The first
part conteyneth 14, The second 27. The thirde
5. The fourth 41, The fifth and last part
conteyneth thirteene articles...3

The Ten Commandments and the Last Supper are favorite

topics for discussion. Zacharius Ursinus, in A discourse

lipia., sig. ag.

21pid., Sig. Cecj.
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concerning the keeping of the sabbath,l delivers a moral

and ceremonial exposition on the proper use of the Sabbath
day and what exercises are allowed and forbidden. Ursinus
is pafticularly against those individuals who claim the
Sabbath should not exist. His argument is that

- s sthere are two parts of the comandement of
the which the one is morall or euerlasting
namelie that the Sabbath be hallowed, that is
to saie that some certaine time be appointed
for the ministerie of the Church or publike
worshippe of God. The other is ceremoniall
and for a time, namelie, that this time shuld
be the seuenth daie, and that in it should be
obserued and kept the ceremonies of the
Leuiticall lawe....

The end of the commaundement is the publike
praising of God in the congregation or the
conseruation or maintenance and vse of the
ministerie of the Church, which is an office
ordained by God, to teach the Church concerning
God and his will out of the word of God deliuered
by the Prophets and Apostles, and to minister
the sacrements according to the ordenaunce of
God, And God would haue at all times of the
world that there shuld be publique assemblies
of the Church, in the which should sound true
doctrine concerning God, for these causes
especially,2

Two treatises of the lord his holie sugggr3 by Yves

Rouspeau and Jean de 1'Espine instructs the servants of God
on how to prepare themselves before they come to the

Communion and contains the principal points necessary to be

23
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known by all who partake of this sacrament, Also a brief
treatise is appended concerning the true sacrifice and the
true priest. Rouspeau states in The Preface that to be

worthy to come to the holy supper that

we must examine our selues, as we are aduised
and counselled by the Apostle. There be
fowre principall pointes wherein we haue to
sound hearts and consciences at the bottome,
namely Faith, Repentance, Thankesgiuing, in
respect of our God, and Charitie toward our
neighbours.l

Of Repentance, Rouspeau points out that faith

esoCan by no means haue anie place in our
heartes, but it speedilie begetteth in vs a
true and vnfeigned repentance: that is, a
true and earnest loathing of that which is
euill, and an ardent loue and affection
towards that which is good: which we see
for our instruction in the example of Dauid,
Peter, Paul and other holie personages.

Edmund Bunny, however, wrote the only text which
attempts to discuss church doctrine in its entirety. The

Scepter of Iudah: Or, what maner of Gouernment it was that

vnto the Common-wealth or Church of Israel was by the Law of

God appointed3 discusses the tenets of the Church as

deciphered from the 01d Testament. The purpose of the
treatise, as outlined in the Preface to the Reader, is

to set down the story of the church by it

libid., sig. aj.

1bid., Sig. A7 - a;b,
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selfe: and then, under the doctrine of it, to

shew the sense_of those constitutions that were

giuen unto it, 1

Doctrinal treatises are important links in the chain
of religious works. The average reader needed to understand
the basic concepts and fundamental doctrines of his faith
before he could practise what was being preached. The Ten
Commandments, the Sacraments, and the Creed are the founda-

tions of Christianity and as such were constantly the main

issues discussed in the doctrinal treatises.

RELIGIOUS TREATISES: BIBLICAL

STC 2962, Bible--New Testament--Gospels. A harmonie wvpon

the three euangelists Matthew, Mark, and Luke, w. comm, Qi

J. Caluine. tr. E. Plaget]. Whereunto is added a comm.

vpon S, John., [tr. C. Fetherstonel.

STC 2964, Bible--New Testament--~Gospels. The holy gospel

of Jesus Christ acc. to John w. the comm. of M. J. Caluine.*

STC 4402, Calvin, Jean. A commentarie vppon the epistle to

the Philippians.

STC 5794, Corro, Antonio de, Diuinorum operum tabula.

STC 14604, Jewell, John. An exposition upon the two Epistles

to the Thessalonians.*

l1pida., sig. asb.
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STC 15045, Knewstub, John., Lectures upon Exodus, xx etc.

Six commentaries and expositions on Scriptural
excerpts and Biblical events are available. The most

comprehensive work is A harmonie vpon the three euangelists

Matthew, Mark and Luke, with the Commentarie of M. Iohn

Caluinel wvhich has an appended piece by Calvin entitled A

Commentarie vpon S. Iohn. A second work by Calvin, entitled

The holy gospel of Jesus Christ, acc. to John w. the comm.
2

of M. J. Caluine” is also included in this section. The
harmony arranges the contents of the Gospels to show their
parallelism, mutual relationships, and differences in order
to allow the devout reader a deeper insight into the four
gospels as a unit., Calvin comments on the harmony for two
reasons: he wants to instruct the readers according to his
own doctrines and concepts, and he wants to isolate and
destroy the Papists as enemies of the true Christian faith.

Part of his argument, as outlined in “The Preface" to A

Commentarie vpon S. John, pinpoints his primary purpose:

They make their boast of the catholike church,
who haue left no part of al the doctrine of

the law & the gospel free from filthy cor-
ruptions, who haue prophaned the whole worship

of God with the stink of superstition, who

haue not been afraid to corrupt all god his
decrees with their inuétions. Yea, the ,
multitude of errors wherwith they haue subuerted
al religid is so wvniuersal, that they are

lsrc 2962,

251nc 2964,
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sufficiet to ouerwhelme & destroy the church
an 100 times....And truly this one Cémentarie
shall sufficiétly testifie (as I hope) that
papistrie is nothing els but a monster composed
of inumerable errors of Sata, & that that church
which they_obiect vnto vs is more confused thé
Babylal e o Ol
Besides destroying the false claims of the Papists to true
faith and explaining the virtues of the Puritan creed of
rigour and severity, Calvin also wanted to leave a monument
to his doctrine and instruction, which function he hoped
his commentaries would serve,

Calvin also prepared A commentarie vppon the epistle

to the Philippian52 in which

...1is set out the condition of the godly, how
the Lord in this life hubleth them by afflictions,
and after receiueth them to eternal glory.

Here is set out their assurance of Gods fauour,
their ioy in greatest dangers, and their
contented minds in all estates. Here is set

out the benefite that commeth by preaching of
the gospell, and the malice, practises, and
confusion of false teachers. Here is set out
the fruite of humility, the necessity of wvnity
and agrement among the faithful, free iustifica-
tion by Iesus Christ the heauenly conuersation
of Christians, and how they must continue
stedfast in godlines into- the ende,3

Calvin, commenting on the epistle to the Philippians, sets
out to extoll the basic qualities of constancy, endurance,

unity, patience, humility, modesty and thankfulness which

lsrc 2962, sig. A;P - A, (Second Part).

25mCc 4402,
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are so necessary to a good Christian life.

John Knewstub's The lectures...vpon the twentieth

Chapter of Exodus, and certein other places of Scripturel

and John Jewell's An exposition upon the two Epistles to

the Thessalonian52 discuss special books and chapters of

the 01d and New Testaments. Knewstub's work incorporates
the Ten Commandments plus lectures on the Corinthians,
Galatians, and on the gospels of John and Matthew. Xnewstub
wants the reader to recognize that sin is an illness or disease
much like physical ailments, and that God is the only
physician capable of curing the disease. Only through
knowledge of and meditation on the laws and commandments of
God could the sinner gain the spiritual strength to beat
down the evils of corruption. As Knewstub argues in his
dedicatory epistle, it is essential that the devout Christian
should

«..5€e that Christ is a Sauiour indeede vnto

him, that he might perceiue the length, breath,

& depth of his mercies & so be brought to

imbrace the accordingly. Aand because the

greatnes of our corruptio discouereth the

riches of his grace, which is by so much the

richer, as the pouertie is greater which it

doth relieue: I haue laboured therefore to

lay out our pouertie and want in euerie

particular commaundement, & to declare how
that our affection standeth naturally not

lsrc 15045,

25mc 14604,



indifferent, but on vtter enimie to the
obedience required in the same....

The thirteenth lecture, for example, is based on Galatians
3:10 which reads:

10. As many as are of the workes of the lawe,
are vnder the curse: for it is written
‘Cussed is euerie man that continueth not in
all things, which are written in the book of
the law, to do them, 2

The final book, Diuinorum operum tabula3 by Antonio

de Corro contains tables of God's works. The text presents
an account of the beginning of man and traces the develop-
ment of the world according to Scriptural references. For
example 'Lapsus hominis' or ‘'The fall of man' is discussed
with reference to the following books--l1 Timothy, Romans and
Genesis, The account reads:

Homo veroc diuinae manifestationis oblitus,

coelestique praecepto susqg; deq: habito, vanis

Serpentis promissionibus delinitus, foemineisque

verbis inescatus, fructu (quomius interdicto)

vesci non dubitauit,4

Treatises on books of the 0ld and New Testaments
perform the same function as sermons based on Scriptural

quotations~~instruction of the laity in the substance of the

word of God. The Bible was the most widely read text and
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as such precise explanation of its contents was the duty
of Biblical writers. The power and glory of God, the
benefits accrued through suffering, and the importance of
such virtues as constancy, obedience, humility, modesty
and thankfulness to salvation and eternal happiness are
the basis for lectures and expositions on the books of the

01d and New Testaments.

SERMONS

STC 4057. Bullinger, Heinrich. Fiftie godlie sermons.

STC 4297+. C., R. A godly learned and fruitful sermon on

the 14 John.

STC 4447. Calvin, Jean, Sermons vpon the booke of Job,

STC 4461, Calvin, Jean., Two godlie and learned sermons

(to flie idolatrie, etc.)

STC 4926. Chaderton, Laurence. A fruitful sermon vpon

3. 4. 5. 6. 7. and 8. verses of the 12. ch. of the Ep. t

[

the Romanes.,

STC 4951, Chamberlaine, Bartholomew. A sermon preached

at S. James before the Lordes of her maiesties priuie

council,

STC 6141, Curteys, Richard, Bp. TIwo sermons preached, the

first at Paules Crosse, the second at Westminster.

30
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STC 6653, Dent, Arthur. A sermon of repentaunce: a verie

godly sermon etc,

STC 6697, Dering, Edward., A sermon preached at the Tower

of London: the eleuenth day of December, 1569.

STC 6704. Dering, Edward. A sermo preached before the

Quenes maiestie,

STC 7170. Drant, Thomas. Three godly and learned sermons.

STC 11839 [11840al. Gibson, Thomas, M. A. A fruitful sermon

(on 1 Cor. IX. 16] preached at Occham.

STC 11840, Gibson, Thomas, M. A. A fruitful sermon [on

1 Cor. IX. 16] preached at Occham.

STC 11864, Gifford, George. A sermon vpon the parable of

the sower.

STC 13904. Hudson, John. A sermon preached at Paules Crosse.

STC 15280. Latimer, Hugh, Bp. Frutefull sermons. Newly

imprinted.

STC 19103, Pagit, Eusebius. A godlie and fruitefull sermon

(on Gen. XIV., 20, 21].

STC 20623, Rainolds, John. A sermon vpon part of the

prophesie of Obadiah.
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STC 21483, S,, D. A godly learned and fruitfull sermon.

H

STC 23286, Stockwood, John. A very fruitfull and necessarye

sexmon of the destruction of Jerusalem.

STC 23287, Stockwood, John., A verie godlie a. profitable

sermon of the office of a good magistrate.¥*

STC 24489, Udall, John., 2Amendment of life: three sermons.

STC 24501, Udall, John. Obedience to the Gospell. Two

sermons.

STC 24503, Udall, John. Peters fall. Two sermons.

STC 25831, Wimbleton, R. A sermon no lesse fruiteful then

famous.

The practise of publishing sermons that were delivered
from pulpits at such diversified places as St, Paul's Cross,
Saint Mary's Spittle, Lee in Essex, Westminster, the Court of
Windsor, Occham, the Tower of London or Kingston-upon-

Thames was widespread in sixteenth and seventeenth century
England. H, S. Bennett estimates that over one thousand
sermons in more than five hundred separate publications were
on the market during the reign of Elizabeth., This figﬁre
does not include sermons originally given in Latin and
subsequently translated into English, or the countless

translations of sermons given by such great foreign preachers
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as Beza, Bullinger, Calvin or Hemmingsen. Bennett suggests

a figure of two thousand sermons might be more accurate.l

The reasons why sc many sermons were published vary, but

it is interesting to note that the preachers frequently did
not want to publish their sermons because of the work involved
in remembering what was said in the sermon and preparing a
written version of an oral sermon that was more often than

not given without notes. The primary reasons why sermons

were published are as follows:

l. Rich and influential men desired to see what
they thought to be the truth given the
widest publicity. To this end they patronized
the sermons of preachers whose views coincided
with their own, and who showed an ability to
hold their audiences when they were preaching.

2, The Elizabethan's delight in the spoken word
inevitably created a desire in some hearers
to have the particularly memorable sermon
available for private reading and meditation.
Preachers were persuaded to publish their
sermons by readers of all social classes.3

3. Preachers were often forced to publish their
sermons to correct mangled versions of the
same sermons which had been published without
proper authorization. These preachers had to
reestablish their good name by printing
accurate versions of the sermons in question.4

4., Sermons were published if the preacher felt the
original audience either missed the point of the
sermon or could use another reminder of the

14, s. Bennett, pp. 148-149,

2Tpid,, p. 149,

31pid.

41pid., pp. 154-155,
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essential arguments of the sermon.l
5. Preachers often tried to influence Eliza-
bethan thought and taste in reading by
flooding the book markets with every
possible kind of available religious
material,?
The reasons cited probably do not cover every cause. It is
important to realize that cobwebs and dust did not have time
to collect on printed sermons. The only limitation placed
on the available volume was unavoidably set by the printers
who simply could not meet the public demands. The printers
simply could not publish enough sermons to keep the supply
in line with the demands,
Twenty-five books of sermons are still extant from
1584, These texts contain either from one to three sermons
or large collections of sermons ranging from forty to one
hundred and fifty-nine. The two groups will be discussed
separately because the collections do not focus on a central

topic but range through the main principles of the Christian

faith.

LARGE COLLECTIONS
Three collections of sermons are available. The

collections are more a gathering of sermons that touched

l1bia.

Louis B. Wright, Middle-Class Culture in Eliza-

bethan England (Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press,
19535, p. 235.
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heavily upon the principal tenets of Christian faith, They
were often given on special Sundays during the year, were
prepared because of special events that were going on, or
centered primarily around one entire book of the Bible,

Jean Calvin's Sermons vpon the Booke of Ioﬁlconsists of

one hundred and fifty-nine sermons based on the forty-two
chapters in the Book of Job. For example, the eighth
sermon, which is the first dealing with the second chapter,
“containeth the end of the former Chapter, the Lord hath
given, and the Lorde hath taken away, & c. and also that
which followeth in the second Chapter”:’

1., It befell on a day, that the children of
God presented themselues before the Lorde,
amonge whome came Satan also to present
himselfe to the Lord.

2. And the Lorde sayde to S5atan: from whence
commest thou? Satan answeared the Lorde,
and sayde from going about and from walking
vpon the earth,

3. And the Lorde sayde to Satan, hast thou
taken heede of my servaunt Iob, who hath
not his match vppon earth, a sound and
vpright man, fearing God, and withdrawing
himself from euill, and which keepeth still
his soundnesse, Hast not thou sought me to
the end I shoulde haue destroyed him without
cause,

4, And Satan answeared the Lorde, A manne will
giue skinne for skinne, and all that he
hath to saue his life.

leme 4447,

21bid., Sig. BgP.
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5. But nowe lay thy hand vpon him, and punish
him in his flesh, and thou shalt see if he
will not cursse thee to thy face.

6. And the Lord sayde to Satan: Behold he is
in thy hand: But spare his soul.,l

Calvin simply provides a chapter by chapter analysis of the
Book of Job for the pleasure and edification of the reader.

A second collection, Fiftie godlie sermons® by

Heinrich Bullinger, is divided into five "decades" contain-
ing the chief and principal points of Christian religion
and is compiled inte three sections. Prefatory material is
extensive and deals primarily with the four general Synods
or Councils: the Nicene Council, the Council of Constantino-
ple, the Council of Ephesus and the Council of Calcedon, in
terms of the important creeds and confessions of faith that
came out of the meetings of those Councils., The function of
Councils is described as follows:

Since the time of the Apostles, Manie Councels

haue beene celebrated in sundrie Prouinces.

Those (Councels) then were Synodes or assemblies

of Bishops and holie men, meeting together to

consult for keeping the soundnesse of Faith,

the vnitie of Faith, the wnitie of doctrine, &

the discipline and peace in the Churches. Some

of which sort the Epistles of the blessed Martyr

Cyprian haue made vs acquainted with all.3

It was further noted that

'1pia., sig. Bgb - cj.
2

STC 4057.
3

Ibid., Sig. 4.
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the first generall or vniversall Synode there-
fore is reported to haue beene called by that
most holie Emperour Constantine in the citie

of Nice, the yeere of our Lord 324 against Arius
and his partners, which denied the naturall
Deitie of our Lord Iesus Christ. And thither
came there out of al nations vnder heauen 218
bishops and excellent learned men who wrote the
Crede commonly called the Nicene Creede,l

a sampling of the sermons contained within each

"decade" will provide sufficient evidence to indicate the

scope of the collection. The first "decade" of sermons is

entitled "Of the word of God, the cause of it, and how and

by whom it was reuealed to the world."

2 The third sermon,

for example, is concerned about "the sense and right

exposition of the word of God, and by what maner of meanes

it may be expounded."3 The third decade of sermons begins

the second tome and is concerned with

the fourth precept of the second Table which
is in order the 8. of the 10. Commaundements,
thou shalt not steale., Of the owning and
possessing of proper goods, and of the right
and lawfull getting of the same, against
sundry kinds of theft.,4

The first sermon of the fourth "decade" of sermons is

entitled

Of the Gospell of the Grace of God, who hath
giuen his sonne vnto the worlde, and in him

11pia.
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31bid., Sig. B,.

41bid., Sig. Rag.
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all thinges necessarie to saluation that we
beleeuing in him, might obteine eternal life,l

The fifth decade, which starts the third tome, considers

the holy catholique Church, what it is, how

farre it extendeth, by what markes it is

knowne, from whence it springeth, how it is

maintained and preserued, whether it may erre.

Also of the power and studies of the Church,?

The final collection of sermons is the Frutefull
Sermons3 preached by Hugh Latimer. The forty sermons in
this collection cover a wide range of topics and were put
into print for the edification of the reader. 1In spite of
the range of subect matter covefed, certain concepts can
be isolated to show areas of specific concern to Latimer
and other sixteenth-century preachers., Latimer, for
example, preached ‘'the doctrine of contentment' which argued
that "man was called of God to labor in a particular calling
and that he serued God best by diligent application to
mundane duty."4 Latimer was convinced that the best way to
please God and achieve happiness on earth was to work

honestly, be faithful to one’'s job and be diligent in one's

daily duty. God is better served by honest labor than by

lipid., Sig. Ssyb.
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withdrawing from society and taking on monastic robes.l
Latimer finds this observation to hold true, for example,
with the shepherds who were the first to hear of the birth
of Christ., In "A Sermon Made on Christmas-Day, at Bexterly,
25 December 1552", he notes:

They were not made religious men, nor Monkes,
but returned agayne to their busines, and to
their occupatid. Where we learne euery man
to followe his occupation and vocation, and
not to leaue the same, except God call him
from it to an other: for Ged will haue euery
man to liue in that order that he hath ordayned
for him. And no doubt, the man that plyeth
his occupation truely without any fraud or
deceit, the same is acceptable to God, and he
shall haue euerlasting life.2

Diligence in one's work is extremely important., Latimer
assures his audience that diligent effort in all tasks will
reap all necessary things from God. In "The Third Sermon
upon the Lord's Prayer, 1552", Latimer states:

But we must labour & trauaile as long as wee
‘be in this worlde: we must be occupyed., For
S. Paule sayth:..."Who soeuer will not labour,
let hym not eate.," Likewise Dauid sayth,...
"Thou shalt eate the laboures of thy hand,

and it shall goe well with thee." For hee that
will labour, & is content to trauell for his
liuing, God will prosper him, he shall not
lack, Let euery man therefore laboure in hys
calling, For so did our Sauiour himselfe,,..3

Latimer also considers the right of the individual to

l1pid., pp. 172-173.
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accumulate wealth., In "A Sermon Preached on the Sunday
called Sexagesima, Being the Z2lst Day of February, Anno
1552", Latimer concludes:

And here peraduenture you will say that it is
not lawfull for Christian man to haue riches
nor to haue honors, neyther to beare high
dignities. But I aunswere, we are not bounden
by the commaundement of God to cast away our
substaunce and riches that God sendeth vs,
neyther to refuse such honors as we shall be
lawfully called vnto. But wee may not doe as
many do, that greedely and couetously seek

for it day and night, for some there are that
haue no rest, but still study and muse how
they may get riches and honors. We must not
doe so, neither may seek for it after that
sorte. But if God call thee to honors, if our
vocation requireth vs so to doe, then follow
thy vocation with all humbleness and gentlenes.
Seeke not for it: for it is the greatest
madnesse that may be, to seeke for honours or
riches. If God sendeth them, refuse them not,
as the Scripture teacheth vs saying:...If riches
come vnto you, set not your heartes vppon them:
neither put your trust in them,

Latimer it seems was primarily interested in the
temporal side of man's being as the contemplative, meditative
spiritual atmosphere of the monastery was disregarded and

the benefits of good honest labour were extolled,

SMALL COLLECTIONS AND INDIVIDUAL SERMONS

The majority of the sermons were published separately
or in groups of two or three. The subject matter, to a large
extent controlled by densorship, uéually stressed such

fundamental matters as Christian faith, the good life,

l1pid., sig. Vv - vvib.
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obedience to authority, sin, repentance, salvation and
providential virtues.l The sermons usually kept away from
controversial matters or questions of dissension because

the citizen was primarily interested in learning how to live
a good life and get to Heaven., Simple, plain-spoken sermons
were the order of the day.

The twenty-nine sermons contained in the remaining
twenty-two volumes essentially deal with repentance,
obedience to God's word, and the authority of the Church
and the duty of magistrates., Seven of the publications
contain sermons on repentance.

The preéchers wvho sermonized concerning the necessity
of repentance naturally approached the question from all
possible angles in order to provide continuous direction and
encouragement to the public, Arthur Dent's A Sermon of

repentaunce,2 for example, includes the following verse:

Thou that dost read or heare this work,
I wish thee to doe this:

Repent in time and sinne forsake,
Amend that is amisse,

‘But if thou wilt adde sinne to sinne,
not minding to amend.

This sermon shall a witnesse bee
Against thee in the ende.

Some that haue heard this read of late,
lamenting much their sinne:

Haue chaungde their former manners,
and a new life now begin,3

lvright, p. 274,

2s7C 6653,
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Verses are also contained in Thomas Drant's Three godly and

learned sermons.l At the beginning of the third sermon is

a verse entitled "A warning to repentaunce" as follows:

Yee riche men repent vou, and giue of your goodes:
For if death preuent you, ye fall into floodes.
Of cares and, and of corklng, of panges and of paine:
And of consc1ence barking, for ill gotten gaine.
The worme (loe) will byte you, as Esay dooth tell:
Gods vengaunce will smite you, for euer in hell.
Ye praters at Preachers, that keepe such a steare:
Ye taunters of teachers, your faultes doo you heare,
Ye pillers, and pollers, leaue minding your mucke:
And leaue greedy prowlers, from poore men to plucke.
Ye great ones, and neate ones, make no more delayes:
Marke, Gods word, or Gods sword will cut of your days.'

In his Sermon of Repentaunce, Dent makes the followving

observations on the false security of sinners who are not
punished on earth and about the reasons why God punishes
some sinners and not others:

...that is, verie sharply to see into the sinnes
of others, & seuerely to censure them: but in the
meane while to flatter themselues, and to be
blindfolde in seeing their owne sinnes, For these
men thought, because the like iudgements did not
fall vpon them, therefore they were safe enough,
they were not so great sinners, but rather highly
in the fauour of God: According as many do

falsly suppose, that those are alwayes the worst
sort of people, whom God doth most strike, and
presse with his punishing hand, hauing forgotten
that God doth not keep an ordinary rate here
below, to punishe euery man as he is worst, or

to fauour and rocker him as hee is best: but
onely taketh som examples, as he thinketh good,
for the instruction and aduertisement of al
others, & to be as it were looking glasses, wherein

lsre 7170,

21bid., Sig. HgP.



euery man may see his owne face: yea, and his
own cause handled, and that God is a seuere
reuenger of sinne, that all men may learn from
the example of some to tréble and beware, least

. per aduenture thee be worthily constrained to
keepe their owne turnes and to knowe what they
haue deserued,l

The preachers speak on the Passion of Christ, the
power of the Eucharist and Faith to plead for repentance

and utilize fear of God to get results. Bartholomew

Chamberlain, in A sermon preached at S. James before the

Lordes of her maiesties priuie council,2 preaches about the

passion of Christ and makes it known that since Christ died
to save the world, the world should "liue and die in true
repentance for our sinnes."3 Edward Dering in A Sermon
power of the Eucharist. He points out that sinners have
never tasted the Body of Christ when he says "...he neuer
tasted of Christe, that is not crucified vnto the world, an
yt world vnto him, so far that sin raigne not‘in his mortal
body..."s

The preacher also has to throw the fear of God into
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the sinner to encourage repentance. John Stockwood's A

very fruitfull and necessarye sermon of the destruction of

Jerusaleml considers the vengeance of God against those
who are sinful, disobedient, unrepentant and contemptuous
of God's word; He preaches the plain fact that "God neuer
leaueth the despising of his woorde unpunished...."2 In A

sermon no lesse fruteful then famous,3 R, Wimbleton exhorts

the readers to acknowledge and amend the wickedness of their
lives, and he reminds them that since God sees all their
thoughts and deeds, that on Judgment Day, "he shall show
there the hid things of our hearts, opening to all yt world
the righteousnes of his iudgemet, so that by the power of
God euery mans deeds shalbe shewed to al the world.“4

Perhaps the whole concept of repentance is summarized

by John Udall in the work Amendment of life: Three sermons

vpon Actes 2. verses 37. 38. Conteining the true effect of

the worde of God, in the conuersion of the godly: and the

manner how it changeth their harts, and reformeth their liues,

which is the true work of regeneration5 when he preaches:

lsoe 23286,

21bid., Sig. Csb.
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«. for they that seeke shall finde, and to

those that knocke it shall be opened, and that

God is neere at hande to all them that call

vppon him faithfully: for our good and gracious

God, being full of mercy and tender kindness

doeth open the treasures thereof vnto his

Children, when they seeke it by repentance

from the bottome of their hearts, and in the

anguishe of their soules acknowledge their

wofull estate, and wretched condition if he

should leaue them to themselues.l
Sermons on repentance are aimed, in particular, at those
individuals who had for the moment escaped punishment for
their sins. These works warn them that Judgement Day may
not be far off. Repentance then is the only key that could
open the gates of Heaven.

Sermons which preach the necessity for obedience to
God's word, love for Christ and the merits of sacrifice are
extremely common. Fourteen such sermons are included in
twelve publications. Although the majority of the sermons
are audience oriented, one sermon, Thomas Gibson's A

fruitful sermon [on 1 Cor. IX. 16] preached at Occham?

concentrates on the importance of preaching God's word.
Gibson outlines the parts of his sermon as follows:

First, I will gather some description of
preaching, that you may know what it is,
Secondly, I meane to prooue the necessitie of
preaching, and that euery minister is bound

to preach.

l1pid., Sig. Asb - ag.

2amc 11840,




46

Thirdly, I _will shewe what they ought to
preche,

Gibson supplies many arguments, scriptural and personal,
to emphasize his message., For example, he notes:

The church of God is begunne and grounded by
the preaching of the worde: and therefore
necessarie., Paule sayth, "Faith commeth by
the word preached.” (Rom. 10. 17.)

Againe, he counteth his preaching amongst
the Corinthians, a planting of them in faith
and religion, S. Peter sayth, "We are borne
a new, not of mortall seed, but of immortall,
by the worde of God, who liueth and endureth
for euer." And presently added, "This is the
worde wgich is preached among you." (1 Peter
1. 23,)

The message contained in these sermons is to always be
thankful for God's mercies and to be obedient to his word.

John Udall, in Obedience to the Gospell: Two sermons con-

tening fruteful matter both of doctrine, and exhortation®

argues

that those who be truely called vnto the faith
in Jesus Christ, and haue the vnfeined earnest
of Gods spirit within them, do perswade them-
selues, that Gods word in euery point, is to
be knowne of them, and also euery way to be
practised: which is a doctrine most needfull
to be learned....4

The preachers emphasize the fact that obedience to God's

l1bid., sig. B.
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word influences the amount of grace bestowed by God and

opens the gates of Heaven. Two identical sermons entitled

A godly learned and fruitfull sermon made vpon the four-

1

teenth of Iohn by D, S, and R, C.2 preach this concept.

D, S. remarks

reminds

What thing more happy, what thing more plesant,
what thing more beautifull can happen vnto vs
miserable men then to bee so much in the fauour
of God, vt we may be beloued of him which thing
is not onely promised vnto vs if we loue him and.
keep his word, but he also further promiseth,
saying: and we will come vnto him, in which
words he speaketh after the manner of men, he
cometh vnto vs when he declareth and offreth his
grace and fauour vnto vs, and he may be sayd to
goe from vs when he taketh his grace and fauour
fré vs, so that it may be rightly said, that

God is wt his people by power, by grace, and by
his holy spirit, by meanes wherof his people

be not only in safety, from their bodely &
ghostely enemies, but also are led dayly
forworde towards his euerlasting kingdome,3

John Hudson in A sermon preached at Paules Crosse4

his audience that

...as he [Christ] stoupeth downe and commeth
neare in all mercifull goodnesse, and most
liberall blessinges vnto vs, so maye wee approche
and draw neare in all dutifull obedience and
observat%ﬁ of his righteous precepts, vnto him
again... :
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To make their arguments more concrete, the preachers often
utilize Biblical events and parables for the basis of their

sermons. John Rainolds' A sermon upon part of the prophesie

of Obadiah,l John Udall's Two Sermons vpon the Historie of

Peters denying Christ® and George Gifford's A sermon on the

parable of the sower> relate gpecific occurrences to the

messages contained in the sermons.

4 exhort

Jean Calvin's Two godly and learned sermons
the readers to cast aside all idolatrous activities and to
suffer persecution for Christ's sake. Robert Horne, the
translator, in his apology comments

I shall by Gods grace, good Christian brethren,

declare and proue by the Testimonie of the

Scriptures, and also of the auncient fathers of

Christes Church, that the papish Masse is the

greatest heresie, blasphemie, and Idolatrie,

that euer was in the Church....remember good

brethren that our unthankfulness was the cause

of our plague.,...

His argument for martyrdom is intended to convince the reader
that mortal death is not the end but only the beginning of an

eternity of happiness. Immortal glory is the reward for

lsrc 20623,

2smc 24503,
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those who suffer and die in honour of God's word. Edward

Dering sums up the message best when he sermonizes in A

1

sermo preached before the Quenes maiestie™ that

The God of all mercy, and Father of all conso-
lation inspyre our hearts with wisedome, that

we maye walke before God in our owne simplicitie.
That what his holie woord hath spoken, we may
humbly heare, and reason not against it,

because of our common wealth, Then shall we
ende these short and euill dayes with gladness:
And when Christe shall appeare in glorie and
Maiestie to iudge the quicke and dead, we

shall stand on the right hande in the number

of his Eleate, and heare that last and happyest
sentence that neuer shall be called backe againe:
"Come ye blessed of my Father and possesse the
kingdome which is prepared for you, from the
beginning of the world,"2

The sermons are not limited to the instruction and guidance
of the laity. Preachers deemed it necessary from time to
time to talk about the government of the Church, the duty
of magistrates and the rights of the ministry. Richard

Curteys' Two sermons preached, the first at Paules Crosse,

the second at Westmingter3 deal with the apparel of the

church ministers, the physical condition of the church and
with the duty of all Christian magistrates. In his first
sermon, Curteys provides

.ssa Picture of the people of God, fighting in
the wilderness of this worlde against Sathan

lste 6704,

3s7c 6141,
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and his limmes vnder the Banner and guiding
of Christ Iesus their grande captaine...l

In the second sermon, Curteys explains that

The holy Ghost by Saint Paule in this portion
of Scripture [Actes. 20.] doth exhort al
Christian Magistrates to see that both they
them selues, and al their flocks and cures be
sound in religion, vertuous in life, and
continue in the same vnto the end.Z?

John Stockwood's A verie godlie a. profitable sermon of

the office of a good magistrate3 also considers the duties

and obligations of magistrates.

In A frutfull sermon, vpon the 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. and 8.

verses of the 12. Chapiter of the Epistle of S. Paul to the

Romangs,4 Laurence Chaderton discusses a perpetual law which
touches the government of Christ's Church in terms of the
ministry and the laity. The sense of the sermon is that.
the Church is one body in Christ which consists of many
members. The members have specific duties to perform as
established by the law and by the grace of God. Chaderton
reminds his audience to

.. »100k what certaine and proper gift of grace

God hath giuen to anye of you, not for your

priuate profite, but for the publique good and
benefit of the body, in humble iudgement,

l1pid., sig. as.
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discreet wisdome, and soundnes of mind, con-
sider and thinke vpon it, bee thankfull for
it, let that be your sober wisedome, let that
content and satisfie your heartes, not
extending it further then it can reach, not
ouerpressing it, nor thinking too basely of
it, not enuying others which haue eyther other
greater ?iftes, or the same gift in greater
neasure.

Just as the clergy have specific duties and obliga-
tions to the laity, the laity have obligations to the clergy.

Eusebius Pagit, in A godlie and fruitefull sermon made vpon

the 20. & 21. verses of the 14. Chapter of the book of

Genesis: Wherein there is taught, .what prouision ought to

be made for the Ministrie,2 strongly upholds the right of

the clergy to be housed and provided for wherever they
travel. If such provision is not available, the offending
parties are subject to the wrath of God. Yet, in spite of
the consequences, Pagit woefully observes

But few are those houses which such men hold
and keepe, where the minister may be receiued
with his wyfe and children, & haue maintenance
set before them with ioy: yea few they are

in deed where the sincere minister may eat his
meate with ioye, but that the abundaunce of
sinne shall make him thinke his bread to be as
grauel betweene his teeth, and his drinke to be
as wormewood to his taste, and so with griefe
they wold soon make the minister with shame to
go and begge his bread,3

l1pid., Sig. Cg - CgP.
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Repentance, obedience to God's word, the good life,
salvation, and the duties and rights of the clergy and
laity are the themes that dominate sixteenth-century
sermons, An additional theme, anti-Papist sentiment, does
not dominate any one sermon but seems to be generally
included in many of the sermons as a part of the overall
arqument or lesson. One reason why Robert Horne translates
Calvin's sermon on idolatry is to "declare and proue by the
Testimonies of the Scriptures, and also of the auncient
fathers of Christs Church, that the papishe Masse is the
greatest heresie, blasphemie, and Idolatrie...."l Thomas
Drant provides reasons why a true Papist can never be a good
subject to any Christian prince:

.«sAgaine, whosoeuer will be a subiect for

conscience sake, as all true subiects must

be, that conscience must be enformed by the

worde of God: the Papistes are not enformed

by Gods worde, but falsely enformed: there-

fore they cannot be true subiectes,Z2

John Udall comes out against the Papists in the
prefatory material to his sermons on the good life found in
the word of God. Udall is concerned about the hypocrisy and
falseness of phony religious expression, and he says that

"three most pernicious and daungerous euills among men

spring forth":
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first, that the Papists (who measure all things
by the outward shew) are not onely kept from
listening to the truth, but also more hardened
in their blind superstition. Secondly, that
the glorie of the highe and mightie God, which
should shine in our liues, by the Gospell, is
trampled vnder feete. Lastly, that their owne
soules and bodies are in a most daungerous
estate, (being driuen by the prouocation of the
deuil) head long into the pit of condemnation,
wvhereinto so many, as without repentaunce, runne
on to the ende, must needes fall at length,
feeling the torments increased vnto them:...l

Although a strong anti-Papist movement did exist, the average
citizen was not really concerned about theological contro-
versies., He only wanted to know how to lead a good life on
earth and how to achieve the salvation of his soul. Con-
sequently, the sermons, for the most part, were delivered
from the pulpit and subsequently were printed with this

simplicity of purpose as their central core.

THEOLOGICAL CONTROVERSY

STC 373, Allen, William, Cardinal. A true defence of

English Catholiques that suffer for their faith.

STC 1245, Baldwin, William. A maruelous hystory entitled

‘Beware the cat.'

STC 2029. Beze, Theodore de. The popes canons.

STC 3910+. Browne, Robert. A true and shorte declaration,

lstc 24489, sig. *4b - *,
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both of the gathering...of certain persons, and also the

breach amongst them.

STC 4904. Cecil, William, Baron Burghley. Justitia Brittanica.

STC 4905. Cecil, William, Baron Burghley. D'executie von

justitie.

STC 4906. Cecil, William, Baron Burghley. L'execution de

iustice faicte en Angleterre.

STC 5815. Cosin, Richard. An answer to the two first

treatises of 'An abstract of certein acts of Parliament.'

STC 6131, Curio, Coelius Augustinus. Pasquine in a traunce.

STC 6801

i

10396. Dialogue. A dialogue concerning the

strife of our Church.

STC 10395, England, Church of, Appendix. A briefe and plain

declaration concerning the desires of all those faithful

ministers that seeke reformation of the Church of England.

STC 10396 = 6801, England, Church of. A dialogque, concerning

the strife of our Churche.

STC 10770. Fenner, Dudley. A counter-poyson, modestly

written for the time.

STC 11429, Fulke, William. De successiane ecclesiastica.
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STC 11493+. G., G, A Briefe Treatise Against the Priest-

hood and Sacrifice of the Church of Rome.

STC 13962. Humphrey, Laurence. dJesuitisimi pars secunda,

STC 14583, Jewel, John. Apologia Ecclesiae Anglicanae,

STC 15255, La Roche de Chandieu, Antoine, A, Sadeelis de

rebus gravissimis controuersis disputationes.

STC 18314, Musculus, Wolfgang. The temporysaur: the

obseruer of tyme, or he that chaungeth with the tyme.

STC 18581, Nimes University. Academia Nemausensis breuis

et modesta responsio ad Professorum Turnoniorum Societatis,

o

t auint Jesu assertiones,

o

=}

STC 19399, Parsons, Robert. A copie of a letter wryten by

a master of Arte of Cambridge to his friend in London.

STC 20201, Prelates. The vnlawful practices of prelates

against godly ministers.*

STC 20626, Rainolds, John., The summe of the conference

betweene J. Rainoldes and J. Hart touching the head a. faith

of the Church.

STC 24775, Viret, Pierre, The cauteles canons and cere-

monies of the popish masse.
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The Church of England under Queen Elizabeth I was
Catholic in doctrine, Protestant in papal rejection and
liturgical changes, and, most significantly, government or
Crown controlled. The Roman Catholic ~ Protestant split
grew out of Henry VIII's dismissal of the Pope as spiritual
leader of the Church followed by the installation of himself
-(by authority of Convocation) as the "Supreme Head". The
gap between the Protestants and the Roman Catholics varied
in degree during the reigns of Edward VI and Mary Tudor,
but under Elizabeth I the battle lines were drawn. The

papal bull, Regnons in Excelsis (1570), which excommunicated

Elizabeth and absolved the Englishmen of their aliegiance to
the Queen put loyal Catholics in an untenable position. They
could be loyal to the Queen or the Pope, but not to both.
Consequently, English Parliament enacted legislation which
made it a treasonous offence to attempt to deprive the Queen
of her title and to convert anyone to Roman Catholicism for
the expressed purpose of absolving the Queen's subjects of
their allegiance to the Crown., As well, legislation forbade
the importation of papal bulls and made the saying or hearing
Mass an offence punishable by fine.l Other legislative

controls were enacted as well with the ultimate result that

1Craig R. Thomson, "The English Church in the Six-
teenth Century," Life and Letters in Tudor and Stuart England,
ecl. Louis B, Wright, and Virginia A, LaMor, Ithaca, N, Y.:
Cornell University Press, p. 228,
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religious persecutions and executions became a necessary
evil, Both sides justified their own atrocities and condemned
the actions of others,l Disciplinary action was deemed
essential because of the political involvement in Church
affairs. Religious differences became political differences
and the authority of the State was threatened. Thomson
points out that

Henry VIII killed Lutherans as well as

Carthusians., The Marian government killed

Protestants. Elizabeth's government killed

some Puritans as well as Roman Catholics.

Nearly everybody agreed on killing BAnabaptists.?
As cruel and casual as the persecutions appear, the Anglican
Church was being harassed by the Puritans and the Roman
Catholics., Puritans, for the most part Anglicans who were
Calvinists in theological belief; tried to reform the Church
from within. They were stern moralists, hated popery,
wanted presbyterian instead of episcopai governance in the
Church, and insisted on reducing ceremonialism and liturgy
in their worship.3

Presbyterian governance would ultimately mean the

end of royal supremacy. Now, political security and national

stability were threatened, with the result that tolerances

l1pid., p. 230.
2Ipid., p. 237.

31bid., p. 239.




58

disappeared and persecutions commenced.

Similarly, the Roman Catholics were in the same
position as the Puritans. The Catholics wanted to regaih
what they had lost because of the actions of Henry VIII,

They presented security problems and thus were hunted down,
tried, and convicted of treason,

The twenty-three controversial texts still extant
from 1584 concentrate on three basic issues: six publications
deal with religious treason, seven consider internal
Protestant problems, and ten concern the Protestant - Catholic

crisis,

THEOLOGICAL CONTROVERSY - RELIGIOUS TREASON

Religious persecution was a common practice in the
sixteenth century. The atrocities committed however weré so
great that both sides published accusations against and
defences for cruel and inhuman practices. In 1583, the Queen's

chief minister, Lord Burleigh wrote The Execution of Justice

in England in defence of the government's persecution and

execution of English Catholics.l Three issues of this tract

were published in 1584,2 each in a different foreign language.3

l1pid., p. 272.
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The accusations of treason made by Burleigh were denied by

Cardinal William Allen in A true, Sincere, and Modest

Defence of English Catholiques.l On the title page, Allen

refers to Burleigh's tract as "a false, seditious and

slaunderous Libell"?

and summarizes the content:
Wherein is declared, how vniustlie the
Protestants doe charge Catholiques with
treason; how vntrulie they deny their
persecution for Religion: and how deceit-
fullie they seek to abuse strangers about
the cause, greatnes, and maner of their
sufferinges, with diuers other matters
perteining to this purpose.3

Allen defends the right of conscience, clears Edmund Campion
and his fellow victims of any crimes, and supports the
discrete but loyal actions of English Catholics., He is
extremely critical of the political intervention in religious
matters., He notes

that the separation of the Prince and Realme

from the vnitie of the Church and Sea

Apostolique, and fal from Catholique religion,

is the onely cause of al the present feares

and dangers that the state seemeth to stand

in., And that they vniustly attribute the

same to the Popes Holines, or Catholiques:

and vntruly cal them enimies of the Realme.4

The conclusion contains "a charitable motion, and a ioinder

lore 373,
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with the Libeller touching some meanes of tolleration in
Religion and ceasing or mitigating this cruel Persecution‘”l
Allen concludes his case by stating very explicitly that
the Roman Catholics would be willing to shed their cloak of
secrecy once they were granted any reasonable security
whereby they would be free to practice their religion without
harassment and persecution. However, to believe the libeller
who claims that the only reason Catholics are persecuted is
because of their secret doings, would be suicide. The only
reason the libeller tries to convince Catholics to come into
the open is to reduce the difficulty of the search and to
attain an ultimate victory once and for all. In a parting
shot at the Anglicans, Cardinal Allen notes that if the
state cannot be made to obey God's Church, and if a reasonable
degree of security cannot be provided for the Catholics, then

Let them seeke with al desparation to diminish,

bridle, sporte, impouerish, disgrace and

extinguish the whole generation of Catholiques

at home and in banishment: 1let them by

artificial Libels...and otherwise by most

impudent lies and fictions slaunder vs, charge

vs with treasons and other trespasses...let

them confederate them selues against vs with

al the Protestantes, Turkes, Sectaries, and

Athiestes in the world: yet the Catholiques

(that is the seede of God) will encrease in

number, power and zeale: the Priestes wil not

leaue of to folowe their dutiful trade, with

more spirite, diligence, deuotion, patience,

and costancie then euer before: remembering the
aduertisement of their Maister, that he shalbe

l1pid., sig. o.
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saued that perseuereth to the ende....The
persecutors be now no stronger then they were
of old. The Church is no weaker than she had
wont to be....That, the religion founded in

the sacrement of Christs Crosse, can be
destroied by no kind of crueltie, The Church

is not diminished by persecution but encreased.l

A Copie of a leter, wryten by a Master of Arte of

Cambrige, to his friend in London? by Robert Parsons reports

on a discussion between a lawyer who is a Papist and his
host concerning the present state of religious persecutions
and in particular about the proceedings of the Earl of
Leicester in England. The discussion centers around a book

carried by the lawyer entitled A defence of the publique

iustyce done of late in Englande, vppon dyvers Pryestes and

other Papystes for treason. When asked of his opinion of the
book by the host, the lawyer replies:

That it was not euil penned in his opinio, to
proue the guiltines of some persons therein
named in particular, as also to perswade in
general, that the Papists both abrod & at home,
who medle so earnestlie wyth defence & increase
of their religion (for thes are not al, said he)
do cosequentlie wishe, and labour some chaunge
in the state: but yet whether so far furth, & in
so deep a degre of proper treason, as here in
this booke both in general and patticular is
presumed and inforced, that (quoth he) is some-
what hard (I wene) for you or me (in respect of
some other differéce betwene vs) to iudge or
desceine with indifference.3
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The lawyer agrees that people like Westmorland, Norton and
Saunders were guilty of treason and were executed properly
but he asserts that the priests and seminarians are unjustly
accused,

The host and the lawyer agree that Catholics and
Puritans who actively attempt to re-form the church are
traitors to the State but they disagree on the traitorous
activities of those Catholics and Puritans who simply
followed their own beliefs., Where the lawyer says they are
unjustly accused, the host replies that the latter case is
"but a step or degree to the other, not differing in nature,
but rather in tyme, abilitie or opportunitiea"l

The vnlawful practises of prelates against godly

ministers2 is the last book extant on treasonable and unlawfull
practices which were very prevalent in the religious environ-
ments of the sixteenth century. By the very nature of the
conditions, an exact definition of treason did not emerge.
Instead both sides of the argument made up their own rules

and tried to justify their activities according to their own
terms of reference. Consequently religious tolerance did not

exist and religious persecutions continued for many years.

l1pig., sig. agb.
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THEQOLOGICAL CONTROVERSY - PROTESTANT - CATHOLIC

The Protestant - Roman Catholic related texts avail-
able have one thing in common--an affinity for strong
invective language. Protestant politicians and theologians
hated the Papists because the Papists threatened the
stability of the Crown and the Church., The Protestant-based
books of 1584 are filled with such endearing terms as "the
stubbern Popish coniurer," "stinking and Idolatrous sacrifice
of Ante Christ," and "vomyt vp the Eucharist.," Such
phraseology suggests that fear, mistrust and hatred
characterized the religious and political differences. This
atmosphere, however, did not curtail serious discussions in
which reason, more than name-calling, prevailed. The texts,
reporting on the discussions, appeared in dialogue form and
tried to provide logical argument to support individual
beliefs,

Wolfgang Musculus' The temporvsour: the obseruer of

tyme or he that chaungeth with the tymel is a text compiled

in four dialogues for "the comfort, edyfication, and instruction
of his countrey men the Germaines, then oppressed by the

tyranny of Antechrist in his filthie mébers."2 Four speakers,
Eusebius, Irenius, Temporisour and Mondayn, discuss the

relative merits of their personal opinions of organized

lare 18314,
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religion, especially Anglicanism. Eusebius is a faithful
Christian, always persevering in the fear of God; Ireneus

is a peacefﬁl lover of unity and concord who does not
condemn religions because the peace and tranquility of the
commonwealth is far dearer to him than the glory of God or
his own salvation:; Temporisiur observes the time rather than
the rules of Christianity and swings to the accepted
religion of the day: Mondayn is the infidel without any
religion or reputation_.1 In his Preface, R. P,, the
translator, léments on the heathen state of affairs existing
in England. In talking about England, he writes that his
country is

.. .ouerwvhelmed with iniquitie, wherein veritie

is exiled, godlenesse secluded, vertue defaced,
fidelitie suppressed and truth imprisoned. And
on the other side, Falshood retained, lyes
imbraced, impietie cherished, vice aduaunced,
Infidelity extolled, and vntrueth set at libertie
wherein true religion is altered into super-
stition, the word of God into mens traditions,

the holy Sacrementes into blasphemous sacrifices

& supersticious Ceremonies, and the true worship-
ping of god into execrable Idolatry, wherein thy
faithful natural native King is chaged into a
supersticious vnaturall forreine Prince, Thy
worthie Maiestrates, Nobilitie & Rulers into faint
harted timerous persos ruled of other their
inferiors. Thy vigilant bishops & faithful
ministers, vnto grieuous wolues and bloud thirsty
murtherers. And thy infinite nubre of gospellers
& faithful Christians, into dissembling hypocrites,
and hallowe harted Papistes.

l1bid., Sig. B, - Bj.
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Eusebius believes that it is far better to live according
to God's law and save one's soul than save one's body by
conforming to a religion because of political pressures.
He questions Temporiscur about hypocrisy and false beliefs:

e+l demaunde...what thou thinkest in thy
heart when thou are present with the papists
at their seruices....

Temp. Seeing thou asketh mee of my conscience,
Eusebie, I canot deny but first of all before
I went vnto the papisticall seruices, my
consciéce did incessantly admonish me that I
should not go thither, She sayd that this
accesse and coniunction with the wvngodly, was
nothing else but a manyfest renouncing of the
veritie knowen and a confirmation of all
‘superstition., She threatened mee also with
the greit indignation & wrath of almightie
God....

The Temporisour, however, could not remain steadfast in his
beliefs and ultimately became totally confused about the
difference between a personal religion and a legal religion.

Pasquine in a Traunce; A Christian and learned

Dialogge2 by Coelius Augustinus Curio contains strange and
wonderful news out of Heaven, Hell, and Purgatory: Christ's
truth plainly set forth: a number of pleasant histories
discovering all the crafty cohveyénées of anti-Christ; and
certain questions put forth by Pasquine to be disputed in.

the Council of Trent.3 Curio wrote his work because God's
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truth was being attacked by evil, and truth had to be

hidden or disguised in order to avoid detection. As well,

his purpose was to allow

.+.all men may see how the Romish Apothecaries
haue so conserued, confected, and couloured
with the drugges, and other fine deuises of
their subtile Sophistrie, all their whole
pelse and trumperié, as meritorius Masses,
famed myracles, superstitious obseruances,
hypocriticall fastings, fainted holynes &
Sodomatical chastitie...

In the dialogue between Pasquine and Marforius, the pre-

posterous doings of the Papists are being discussed:

Marforius. This is indeed a very sublite
but no Christian opinion.

Pasquine., And yet it is defended in these
dayes, as an Article of our faith.

Marforius., I know that they wil maintain all
such things as ought to be condemned, and
condemne all such as ought to be maintayned.

Pasquine. This therefore was it, which Saint
Thomas of Aquine so botched vp, for if the

truth of this matter might be known abroad,

they carued stocks, their pictures, their Images,
their paintings & their Idolls all would be in
great daunger, and the gaine that is gotten
thereby, would soone be at an ende,

Marforius. Thou saith the very truth, for euen
for the religious care of theyr gaine, and not
for any other cause do the Priestes seeke to
maintaine all that which God so much forbideth.?2

Pasquine asked his questions to be disputed in the Council

of Trent because he hated the proud prelates, the false
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allegations of the Scripture, and the idleness, pride,
hypocrisy, tyranny and whoremongering of the lying friars
and monks., For example, his thirty-fourth question asks
"whether Peter Lewes, the Popes sonne, whom all men say to
be a most £ilthy Sodomite, be worthy to be chiefe champion
1

and captaine of the Church?"

The summe of the conference betwene J. Rainoldes and

Je §§£§,2 penned by John Rainolds, contains a summated
version of the discussion held on many controversial points,
According to the title page, the sufficiency and right
expounding of the Scriptures, the ministry of the Church,
the function of the priesthood, and the sacrifice of the
Mass were some of the issues discussed. The main topic,
however, was church government, and in particular the
supremacy of the Pope versus the supremacy of the Crown.
Rainolds and Hart agree that the Pope has no authority in
civil matters and has no right to usurp the political
authority exercised by the Crown of England. Hart, however,
maintains that the Pdpe is still the Father of the Church
while Rainolds argues for the total supremacy of the State.
Rainolds directs his comments to the students of the English

semninaries at Rome and Reims. He wants to convincé the

ltpia., sig. vj.
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students that their interpretation of the Gospel and their
understanding of their faith is false:

The knowledge, which you want, is the true
meaning of it [the Gospell too. For you are
instructed to vnderstand it after the maner

of your Fathers., Whereby your seducer beareth
you in hand, that the Pope is supreme head of
the Church; the trade of Popish Priest hoode,
the way to saue soules; the sacrifice of Popish
Masse, the souerain sacrifice; in a word, that
Papistrie is the Catholike faith: and the
faith and seruice of the Church of England is
cursed and damnable; specially the oth of the
Queenes supremacie, And your mindes are taken
as with these opinions, that you are content to
venture as farre in the defense of them, as the
Donatists did, who loued their errours better
then their liues. Great zeale, but not according
to knowledge, my brethren. For the Gospel
teacheth not that which you imagin:; your Fathers
were abused by Phariseis & Rabbines: your Pope
hath vsurped ouer all Christian states: your
Priest hoode is impious; your Masse, abominatio;
your Popish faith, heresie; our doctrine of the
Queenes supremacie & oth thereto, our ministrie
of the word, of sacrements, of prayers, agreeth
with the Gospell, and therefore is holy.

Rainolds wants to warn these students that the Jesuits and
others who are training them for the priesthood are only
instructing them in heresy and treason. He argues further
in Chapter 7 that Scriptures-neither support papal supremacy
nor papal infallibility in religious matters.

William Baldwin's A maruelous hystory intitulde,

Beware the cat2 is basically anti-papist in nature but is

founded on the argument that beasts and fowls cah reason as

lIbid., Sig- A7b L Aao
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well as, or better than, man. The nature of the book is
outlined in eleven four-line stanzas in the preface.
Baldwin states that the book has bheen exiled and provides
an explanation:

Exilde, because perchaunce at first,
it shewed the toyes and driftes:

0f such as then by wiles and willes,
maintained Popish shifts,

Shifts, such as those in such a time,
delighted for to vse:

Whereby ful many simple soules,
they did ful sore abuse,

Abuse, yea sure and that with spight
when as the Cat gan tel:
Of many pranks of popish preests,
both foolishe mad and fel.l
Baldwin's tale, a recapitulation of a story related by one
Master Streamer, is directed against the Pope and his
followers. Part of the story deals with a cat, Grimmalkin,
who apparently possessed abnormal qualities. Baldwin
thought however
...that it was a witch in a cats likenes and
that for the wit and craft of her: other natural
cats that were not so wise, haue had her & her

race 7 reueréce among them, thinking her to be
but a meer cat as they the selues were...
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Baldwin connects this episode with the Papists who by crafty

juggling

reuerenced the Pope, thinking him to haue been
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but a ma (though much holier thé we our selues
were) where as indeed he was a very incarnate
deuil, like as this Grammalkin was an incarnate
witch,..
The obedience animals give to the leader of the pack equals
the blind obedience given to the Pope. Baldwin notes that
for the Pope's cause
all his clergy would not onely scrat and
bite: but kil and burn to pouder (though
they know not why) whom so euer they thought,
to think but once against him....Z2
Ultimately, Baldwin warns all men in general to avoid
wickedness, secret sins and private meetings lest their cats
reveal their traitorous activities to the world.

Three texts directly attack the Pope's canons and the

Sacrifice of the Mass, A Briefe Treatise against the Priest-

hood & Sacrifice of the Church of Rome3 by G. G, attacks the

Mass and the priests.

The Pope and his clergie do stiffely affirme
and go about to maintaine, that they bee
Priests, and that it is an holie Priest hoode
which they haue: euen the Priest hood of the
Newe Testament. Further also they boast that
the sacrifice which they offer, is the sonne
of God himselfe, euen Christ Jesus, God and
man, flesh, bloud, and bone, as he was borne
of the blessed Virgin. Ue on the contrarie
affirme that they be verie Baalamites, and not
Priests of the Newe Testament, and that their

l1pid., sig. Bg.
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sacrifice is not the Sonne of God, but the

stinking and Idolatrous sacrifice of_ Antichrist.

Who shalbe beleeued: we or they:...
G. G. says that only God can answer the above query but he
stipulates that God's word should be obeyed without reserva-
tion. He uses the Scriptures to argue that priests de not
legally exist because the priests are "not able to bring
one sentence of the worde to prooue that there shoulde be
any Priest besides Christ. He neuer ordained any Priest,
no one of his Apostles was called a Priest...."2

The Mass is also attacked by Pierre Viret in The

. . 3 .
cauteles canon and ceremonies of the popish mass.” Viret

claims the mass is an invention of their [the Papists']
superstitious and idolatrous religion most contrary to the
holy institution of the Lord's Supper.4 At one point, Viret
reacts against the Catholic regulation governing the Holy
Eucharist. The Catholic rule is

+sothat if any man through surfelting vomit

vp the Eucharist, the same vomyt shallbe burnt

to ashes, and the ashes, there of be bestowed

and kept about the aultor.

And if any clark, moonck, fryer, priest, or
deacon do it, let him do penaunce forty daies:

lrpid., sig. Bj.
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a Bishop, threescore and tenne: and a laye man,
thirtie., But if any man caste it vp, by reason
of sicknes, let him do penaunce fiue daies: or
els, let him, as aforesaid, make due satisfaction
at the discretion of his confessor.l

Viret answers this with the following retort:

The Eucharist, is heere againe taken for the
host, and Priests God. But because they thinke
it ouer straunge to say, If anie man vomite vp
the host, or God, or the bodie of God, or flesh
they had therefore rather say the Eucharist:

to witte, the action of thanksgiuinge. And so
by this meane they haue not sayd greatlie
amisse, For in verie deede, they vomite vp

all the actions of thankesgiuing which ought

to be rendered to Iesus Christ in the Supper,
through the horrible blashphemies that they
spewe out in their Masses, But, who is he that
is able to abide to heare these their speeches,
without great horrour? And besides, after that
this most vile and wicked rabble of Balaamites
haue thus cast vp their most filthie and stinking
gorge then must forsooth their most pestilent
and stinking vomite be shr%ned, to make thereof
a most detestable relique,

Théodore de Béze's The Popes Canons> attacks the

"counterfaite & most blasphemous Sacrifice called the Masse,“4

as well as many other "grosse and palpable Idolatrous foolish
superstitions, As Purgatorie, Auricular Confession, Freewill,

Popish Vows and Fasts, worshipping of Images, and such like..."5
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The author pits the word of the Pope against the words of
the Apostles with the hope of instructing the uneducated in
the singular truth of God's work. One section of the text,
"The Probation of the Commaundements of the Pope, Enemy to
God and to his word," condemns the voice of the papacy:

Experience is the true and right proofe of all
things and therefore euery man may thereby see,
how the Pope by his ordenances, which are
contrarie to the diuine lawe, maketh warre with
God.,

The Pope commaundeth al men to receiue his
lawes, as though they came from heauen....He
forbiddeth also all men not to doubt, but that
whatsoeuer he shall doe, say, or ordayne, is
both good, and iust....Wherein he sheweth, that
his whole purpose and drift is nothing els but
to abolish the Lawe of God, and cause it to bee
forgotté, that he might establish his dreames and
vain follies: which in very deede doe hurt men
more, then any other persistent contagion,
because hee buyldeth the saluation of mens soules
vpon merites, and not vpon the only freewil,
mercie, and grace of God, which is freely giuen
vnto vs through Iesus Christ our Lord.l

Three foreign works in Latin also suppress the claims of the
Roman Catholic faith while enhancing and extolling the

vertues of the Protestant. Jesuitisimi pars secunda2 by

Laurence Humphrey is a sound anti-Papist tract which attacks
the Jesuits in general and Edmund Campion in particular.
Humphrey was a noted Calvinistic divine who was totally

dedicated to the doctrine and discipline of Calvin to the
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degree that his hatred for the Papists motivated his
theological attacks. The major Jesuit doctrine and reason
treated in this text are 1) Sacre Literae, 2) Sacrarum
Literarum Sententia, 3) Natura Ecclesiae, 4) Concilia, and
5) Patres.l As well, from Nimes University come Academia

Nemausensis breuis et modesta responsio ad professorum

: . . . . 2 .
Turniorum Societatis, ut auint, Jesu assertiones. This

work, according to the title page, treats the following
questions: "De Verbi & Ecclesiae Dei autoritate: De
imaginibus: De vera Christi praesentia, & communicatione

in sacrosancta Eucharistia sacremento, ex Verbo Dei &
Catholicae Ecclesiae..."3 The questioning of and responding
to the Catholic doctrines is also the area of concern of

Antoine la Roche de Chandieu's A. Sadeelis de rebus gravissimis

controversis disputationes.4 This work attempts to deal with

nine theological and scholastic controversies, two of which
are "De vnico Christi Sacerdatio & Sacrificio adversus
commentitium Missae Sacrificium,” and "De vera peccatorum
remissione adversus humanas satisfactiones & commentitium

. . 5 . .
Ecclesiae Romanae Purgatorium,”” which, in essence, deal with
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the Catholic views on the Sacrifice of the Mass and on
Purgatory.

The dispute between the Catholics and the Protestants
in England still exists. Deep-rooted hatred stems back to
the move by Henry VIII to establish the Church of England
by severing ties with Rome. The fundamental beliefs of
the Catholics, such as the Pope and the Mass, were con-
stantly attacked and abused in the Protestant press and the
Catholics counter-attacked with charges of their own.
Consequently, books dealing with the Catholic - Protestant
issues were constantly being produced because ammunition

was always required to keep the battle alive,

THEOLOGICAL CONTROVERSY - PROTESTANT

Protestant controversial issues centered around the
internal governing bodies of the Church of England. The
main participants in the debates concerning ecclesiastical
government were the Anglicans and the Puritans. The Puritans
were not Separatists but Anglicans by nature, who wanted
particular internal reforms to occur. The typical Puritans
were Calvinists in theology, stern moralists who hated
Popery, wanted presbyterian instead of episcopal governance
in the Church and insisted on reducing ceremonialism and
liturgy in worship. The baéis for the Puritan concepts was
the Scripture. Worship, polity, order in the Church were

always and in all things to be conformable to Biblical precept
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and example.l The extreme side of Puritanism threatened
the political authority exercised over the Church, and
consequently the issues between the warring factions led

to dissension and in some cases open warfare,

The differences of opinion obviously were openly
éxpressed in print. Richard Cosin'52 treatise An answer to

the two first treatises of 'An Abstract of certein acts of

Parliament'3 describes the work as a factious libel put

forth without the name of author and prinfer and without the
sanction of proper authorities. The ‘Abstract’ was a
collection of canons and statutes which claimed to support
the presbyterian system of church government., Cosin blasts

the Puritan author's assertions and statements on the

existing church government. The anonymous author states,
for example

that hir Maiestie can by no meanes more honour
the Lord, than vtterlie to abandon all semblance
of any gouernment, proceeding from an enimie '
and traitor to his Maiestie....that the Lord hath
not yet gratiouslie opened hir Maiesties eies,

to vnderstand all and singular mysteries of his
testament, that blemishes and blots remain,..

To these statements, Cosin makes the following response:

lThompson, P. 240,

Richard Cosin was a civil lawyer, tutored by Arch-
bishop Whitgift, who served various ecclesiastical positions
in the Church of England, John Whitgift became the arch-
bishop of Canterbury on August 14, 1583,
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Whereupon we may gather, besides his wvnthanke-
fulnesse to God, and vndutifulnesse to hir
Maiestie, by whose ministerie God hath
singularlie blessed vs, besides his boiling
malice against the state eccleseastical,

his factious greedinesse of innouation, and
his schismaticall title of glorie, laid with

a kind of peculiar prerogatiue, vpon those
who impugne lawes vnder colour of their wished
reformation: that he is persuaded, and so
would haue others to be, both that diuerse
points of their new church-plot, are by lawes
of this land established, which yet are kept
from them by strong hand:,...

Cosin's reply to the statements made in the Abstract were

challenged by Dudley Fenner in A counter-poyson, modestly

written for the time, to make aunswere to the obiections and

reproches, wherewith the aunswerer to the Abstract, would
2

disgrace the holy Desciple of Christ. The treatise considers

a number of evils that plague the nation; for example, the
horrible wickedness of the land, the lack of contrition for
sins, the presence of Jesuits who try to undermine the state
and the lack of love and understanding., Fenner also con-
centrates on the boint of whether the whole discipline of
the Church of Christ is governed by uncertain and deceivable
“"waights of human constitutions, or by the infallible Oracles
of Gods most holie testimonies...that by the worde of God, we
woulde prooué a certain gouernement of the Church vnder the

time of the Gospell:..‘.3 The questions pondered by Fenner

lipida.
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are by what laws and offices is the church to be governed
and protected. Fenner concludes that only the word of God
as found in the Scriptures can settle the controversy. He
advises the reader to consider the text as

a light and profitable glasse from day to day
to looke in, that it may be a meanes to teach
thee and stirre thee vp to praye for, and to
seeke by all lawfull, quiet and Godlye meanes,
the refourmation of some things in our Church.l

Fenner tackles the question of the minister's ability to
preach. His arguments are as follows:

1l That which is contrary to the whole course
of y® Seripture, both of y® old and new
Testament, is simple vnlawfull.

2 But to admit the administration of signs to
such as are vnfit to administer y© doctrine
by preaching, is contrary to the whole
course of Scripture,

He argues further that according to Scriptures the general
commission of the Apostles was to preach and baptize. Fenner
states that

1 It is simply vnlawful to admit such to be
Ministers of the Sacrements, which the Lord
reiecteth from being Ministers of the
Sacrifices:

2 But such as are so unapt to preach, as be
that meanes the people lacke knowledge, the
Lord reiecteth from y® ministery of the
Sacrifices, Dse: 4, 6,3
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Fenner's final argument on this point is that since the
Scriptures do not say that an ordinary Minister may admini-
ster the Sacraments if he cannot preach, then it is unlaw-
ful "to admitte him to administer the Sacrements, which
cannot preach.”l

A work entitled A briefe and plaine declaration

concerning the desires of all those faithfull ministers

that seeke reformation of the Church of England,2 credited

to William Fulke, is a Puritan treatise concerning the right
order of ‘ecclesiastical government; Fulke states that

The Churche of God is the house of God and
therefore ought to bee directed in all thinges,
according to the order prescribed by the House-
holder himself: which order is not to bee
learned else-where, but in his Holy worde.

The first of these principles or propositions
is the very worde of the holy Ghost vttered by
Paul: The seconde fo